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he refused to allow an aspirant to join the Fetter
Lane Society, not because he was a Calvinist, but
because he would insist on discussing his doctrines
publicly. Nor was the society itself going altogether
smoothly. At meetings the young men would
show, to the detriment of prayer, that they were
interested in the young women, and the difficulty
was to separate the sexes without hinting at the
insulting reason why. Further, there was a
slight difference of opinion as to whether secret
monitors should be appointed, on the Moravian
pattern, a suggestion which Wesley scotched. If
he was to be admonished, let it be openly. But
on the whole there was no cause for anxiety ; the
brethren were united, and Wesley continued his
ministrations at Bristol.

Outside, of course, there was terrific opposition.
Most of the clergy thought Wesley out of his wits
and refused him their pulpits. Bishop Butler (of
the Analogy], haling Wesley before him, and saying
coldly that the accounts of the conversions he
heard, and which Wesley joyfully confirmed, were
"very extraordinary indeed," asked him by
what authority he preached in his diocese. The
general authority of ordination that Wesley
claimed was not enough for Butler, who forbade
him to continue. That did not stop Wesley, but
the Bishop took no action. Samuel Wesley gre0w
ever more aghast at his brothers, and implored
them to return to sanity. When he heard of
John's interview with Butler, he warned them lest